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of them—at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory and about 1,500 of 
them at Sandia National Laboratories. 

They told us, if the government shut-
down continues, they may be fur-
loughed within the next 10 days. 

Most strikingly, the Republicans who 
attended expressed their concern, as we 
have heard in this Chamber, about the 
Affordable Care Act. I understand that, 
but not a single Republican who at-
tended told me or told our other con-
stituents that they believe their con-
cerns over the Affordable Care Act 
were worth prolonging this government 
shutdown. 

There are also concerns about, well, 
why don’t we just get some of the gov-
ernment up and running like some of 
the bills that we passed last week but 
that the Senate won’t take up? I told 
my constituents I will not support any 
bill that pits any constituency against 
each other. We saw bills that pitted 
veterans against seniors, sick children 
against the poor. It is time to get the 
government up and running for every-
body. Veterans who attended our town 
hall agreed. They served this country 
to make sure that the government 
works for everybody, not just for the 
veterans who served it. 

I am inspired by, and I told my con-
stituents that I have hope in, a fresh-
man group that continues to gather a 
couple times each week and that was 
here during the shutdown crisis, called 
the United Solutions Caucus. It has 
about 15 Members on the Republican 
side and 15 on the Democratic side. 
They are freshman Members of Con-
gress who are meeting and talking 
about what we can do to work to-
gether. 

Finally, to my colleagues across the 
aisle, I ask you this respectfully: Did 
you come to Congress to help people or 
did you come to Congress to hurt peo-
ple? If you came here to help, just like 
I did, then I think you know what to do 
next. Turn on the lights of the govern-
ment that runs the greatest democracy 
in the world, and let’s get America 
working again. 
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IT IS TIME TO PUT THE 
INTERESTS OF AMERICANS FIRST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BERA of California. Day No. 8, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Today is day No. 8 of a government 
shutdown. Enough of the gamesman-
ship. Enough with the name-calling. 
Enough with the blame game. It is 
time we opened up the government. 

Real Americans are getting hurt, like 
Brian from Carmichael. Brian has been 
out of work for 2 years. He recently got 
a job offer that requires him to get a 
class B driver’s license. Well, he went 
to the DMV. He was told he needed a 
Social Security card, which he lost a 
couple years ago. He went to the Social 
Security office to get a card. Do you 
know what he was told: the office is 
closed. They have been furloughed. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to open up the 
government. Real Americans like 
Brian are getting hurt. Let’s get Brian 
his job, and let’s open up the govern-
ment. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 33 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

Lord, You know there are many 
Americans who look to the people’s 
House as uncertainty about the future 
of the economy and their livelihoods 
hang in the balance. 

Bless the Members of the people’s 
House with the understanding that it is 
their work to develop the strategies 
and the plans to assuage the fears of 
their fellow countrymen and -women. 

We again ask You to impel those who 
possess power here in the Capitol to be 
mindful of those whom they represent 
who possess little or no power and 
whose lives are made all the more dif-
ficult by a failure to work out serious 
differences. 

May all that is done today be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
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THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. KELLY) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, it has been 1 week since the 
government shutdown. For 1 week, the 
President and Senate Democrats have 
refused to negotiate to reopen the gov-
ernment’s doors. 

House Republicans know the hard-
ships American families are facing due 
to Washington Democrats’ failure to 
negotiate. We have worked over the 
past week, passing bills to have the 
government functioning. 

House Republicans have voted to 
fund pediatric cancer research, reopen 
national parks, memorials and monu-
ments, give veterans the benefits they 
have earned and deserve. On Saturday, 
House Republicans voted to pay 800,000 
furloughed employees who are at risk 
of losing a paycheck due to the Presi-
dent’s government shutdown. 

With the debt ceiling limit looming, 
the American people are waiting for 
the President and Senate Democrats to 
negotiate a solution for fiscal responsi-
bility. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today we 
find our Nation in the midst of a gov-
ernment shutdown and in the shadows 
of a debt default. 

A week into the shutdown, the par-
tisan gridlock in Congress is as bad as 
ever; but across the country, millions 
of Americans are finding new hope in 
the affordable health coverage on the 
online exchanges. 

Despite the more than 40 Republican 
attempts to repeal, defund, or derail 
this law, the Affordable Care Act is fi-
nally fulfilling the promise of depend-
able, affordable health coverage for 
millions of our fellow Americans. 

On opening day, the exchanges were 
inundated with millions of users— 
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